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When the world-famous wildlife broadcaster David Attenborough speaks about nature 
and the environment, people sit up and take notice. So when he says that climate 

change is the greatest threat to human civilization in thousands of years we  
should all listen and take him seriously.  

For more, see pages 4 - 6 



©  The School Times International 2019      Tel: +45 4913 3394      Internet: www.schooltimes.com 

Page 2 February 2019 The School Times 

ST INFORMATION 

 

 
www.schooltimes.com 

 
 

The School Times 
    INTERNATIONAL™ 

ISSN  1902 - 6544 

 



Scandinavian School Times 
Editorial Office 
Vilhelmsro 102 

3480 Fredensborg 
Denmark 

E-mail: st@schooltimes.com 
 

Editor 
Peter Young  

 
London Office 

John Foley 
 

Illustrations 
Des Asmussen 

 
Subscription Prices 

The School Times Online 
89 Euros 

 prices excl. tax 
 

 
IMPORTANT! 

 
© COPYRIGHT 

 
Only schools with a valid  
subscription may use or  

photocopy School Times’  
articles and exercises, and for  

INTERNAL use only. 
 

All other forms of resale,  
redistribution and copying, 

whether on the Internet, local  
intranet, or other digital format 
are strictly prohibited by law. 

 
Established in 1994 

 

 

© The School 
Times International 

2019 

 
 

The School Times 25 Years Ago 

 Follow The School Times 
on Twitter for updates & 

School Times news: 
 

@schooltimes 

Our main story in The School Times in February 1995 was the conflict in 
Bosnia which followed the break-up of the former Yugoslavia. It included 

an interview with Bosnian ambassador Lamija Tanovic. Gro Harlem 
Brundtland and European reaction to Norway’s EU ‘No’ vote were also 
covered. Fellow Nordic nations were disappointed, while Britain’s Tory 

party ‘Euro-sceptics’ welcomed the Norwegian decision! ‘The Quiet 
American’ was a 2-page feature about former US President Jimmy Carter, 
who dedicated his life after leaving the White House to the goal of world 

peace. In film news, the movie ‘Monkey Trouble’ was the subject. 
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S IR David 
Attenborough is 
one of the best-

known Englishmen on 
the planet. His television 
documentaries about the 
natural world have been  
a global success. His 
lifelong love of nature 
clearly comes across in 
his programmes.  
 
So when someone as 
respected as Sir David 
speaks about the 
environment, people sit 
up and listen. And his 
words to the UN climate 
conference in Poland in 
late 2018, certainly 
captured people’s 
attention. ‘Right now we 
are facing a man-made 
disaster of global scale,’ 
he said, ‘Our greatest 
threat in thousands of 
years: climate change.’ 
 
If anyone knows and 
understands nature and 
the environment, it’s the 
92-year-old BBC writer 
and TV presenter. 
Attenborough studied 
Natural Sciences at 
Cambridge University in 
the 1940s. His television 
career began in the early 
1950s, presenting 
programmes such as  

‘Zoo Quest’. In 1973 he 
made ‘Eastwards with 
Attenborough’, a natural 
history series set in South 

East Asia. Sir David went 
on to write, produce and 
present numerous other 
programmes, including 
all 13 parts of the series 
‘Life on Earth’ in 1979. 
After this came ‘The 
Living Planet’ (1984) and 
‘The Trials of Life’ (1990), 
and many others. 
 
Speaking at the UN 
climate conference as a 
‘representative of Earth’s 
peoples’ Attenborough 
said, ‘If we don’t take 
action, the collapse of our 
civilizations and the 
extinction of much of the 
natural world is on the 
horizon.’ 
 
Sir David is not a person 
known to exaggerate or 

be overly dramatic. His 
message was clear — time 
is running out. He urged 
the governments of the 
world to act without 
delay. Sir David is also 
supporting the ‘ActNow.
bot’ — a Facebook 
campaign the UN is 
launching. It is designed 
to show what actions 
people can take to protect 
the planet. 
 
The 2018 UN meeting 
was held in the city of 
Katowice in Poland. This 
surprised some people — 
it’s where the largest coal 
company in the European 
Union has its base! On 
the other hand, perhaps 
holding a climate  

continued on page 5 

 

GLOBAL WARMING & CLIMATE CHANGE      
 
 

 

The Collapse of Civilizations 
 
 

World famous TV presenter, Sir David Attenborough issues urgent  
warning about climate change 

MP3 AUDIO TEXT 

‘ Right now 
we are 

facing a man-
made disaster 
of global 
scale,’ he said, 
‘Our greatest 
threat in 
thousands of 
years: climate 
change.’ 

(Photo: UN COP24) 

 

Sir David Attenborough speaking in Katowice in December 2018 at the UN climate conference 
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meeting in Katowice was 
a clever tactic? It would 
be difficult for the coal 
companies to ignore what 
the UN was saying — 
about the damage caused 
by burning fossil fuels. 
 
Yes, the climate message 
from Katowice is clear. 
According to scientists, 
time is running out if our 
planet is to avoid the 
catastrophic effects of 
global warming. Extreme 
weather events will cause 
destruction, damage our 
ecosystems, and seriously 
endanger life on Earth —  
 

 
and that includes human 
life. Melting polar ice  
will cause global sea 
levels to rise. This in turn 
threatens the survival of 
coastal communities and 
island nations.  
 
On the other side of the 
globe, Australia’s STL 
News reported Vanessa 
Perez-Cirera of the 
environmental group 
WWF. She said, ‘We 
cannot afford to lose one 
of the twelve years we 
have remaining’.  

According to STL News, 
she was talking about a 
scientific report that 
suggested ‘average global 
warming can only be 
halted at 1.5 degrees 
Celsius if urgent action is 
taken by 2030’. This 
action must include a 
dramatic reduction in the 
use of fossil fuels.  
 
America’s NPR (National 
Public Radio) also 
repeated Sir David 
Attenborough’s appeal to 
international heads of 
state: ‘Leaders of the 
world, you must lead… 
the continuation of our 
civilizations and the 
natural world upon which 
we depend, is in your 
hands,’ he said. ‘Climate 
change is running faster 
than we are and we must 
catch up sooner rather 
than later before it is 
too late.’ 




  563 words 
2,809 characters  
(2 DK normalsider)  
 
For more, see Worksheet 1 and 
‘The Climate Puzzle’ on page 6  
 
For more on this subject,  
see pages 10 & 11 of this issue 
(Greta Thunberg: Age is No 
Barrier to Activism) and The 
School Times November 2016 
(Norway: investing in the 
future) 
 
WORDS  
average – usual or normal 
catastrophic – terrible; 
disastrous  
collapse of – breakdown of; fall 
of 
companies – businesses 
continuation of – continued 
existence of; survival of 
documentaries – non-fiction 
films on TV that deal with reality 
and real life 
dramatic reduction – big 
decrease 
ecosystems – bionetworks (An 
ecosystem is made up of plants, 
animals, micro organisms, soil, 
rocks, minerals, water sources 
and the local atmosphere 
interacting with one another)   
exaggerate – make too much of; 
overstate 
extinction of – dying out of; 
disappearance of 
halted – stopped 
 

Natural Sciences – sciences 
which deal with the physical 
world, for example, with biology, 
chemistry, geology, physics 
numerous – many 
representative – spokesperson 
respected – in the text, valued; 
loved 
threatens – puts at risk; 
endangers 
 
Questions on the text 
 
1. What comes across in  
the television documentaries 
David Attenborough has 
made? 
 
2. What did he tell the climate 
conference we are facing? 
 
3. When did his television 
career begin? 
 
4. What was his role at the 
climate conference? Who did  
he represent? 
 
5. If there are more extreme 
weather events, what effects 
will they have? 
 
6. What did he say was 
‘running faster than us’ and 
that we had to catch up with? 
 

For ‘The Climate 
Puzzle’ go to page 6  

‘ Extreme 
weather 

events will 
cause 
destruction, 
damage our 
ecosystems, and 
seriously 
endanger life on 
Earth – and 
that includes 
human life.’ 

 

(Photo: UN Media Library) 

 

As COP24 was taking place in Poland a ‘march for Climate’ was taking place in Paris.  
Across the world there is a growing awareness — among people of all ages — that current levels of 

pollution are damaging our planet and perhaps the very survival of the human race  
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ACROSS 
1 Present tense of ’knew’ 
5 It’s time for the nations of the  
world to … together and push  
for climate action 
6 Attenborough appealed to  
international heads of state: ‘Leaders 
of the world, you must …’  
8 Another word for ‘bionetworks’ 
11 In 1979, Sir David wrote,  
produced and presented all 13 parts  
of the series ‘Life on ...’  
12 Eastern European country that  
was the location of a UN climate  
conference 
14 Scientists are telling us that a  
dramatic decrease in the use of  
fossil … is vital 
16 ‘Time is running ... if our planet is  
to avoid the catastrophic effects of 
global warming’ 
17 First name of television  
presenter and ‘representative of 
Earth’s peoples’ 
 
 
 

 
DOWN 
1 City that is one of the main fossil fuel 
centres in Europe 
2 Word in the title of this article that 
means the ‘break down’ or ‘fall of  
something’ 
3 The current climate goal is to halt 
global warming to 1.5 … Celsius 
above levels before the industrial  
revolution    
4  ‘Melting polar ice will cause global 
sea ... to rise’ 
5 Another Sir David Attenborough’s 
nature series (from 1984) is called 
‘The Living …’ 
7 In the text Sir David is described as 
a ‘BBC writer and TV …’ 
9 Global warming, thought to be 
caused by human activity by, is  
causing ‘climate …’ 
10 Sir David said our planet is  
facing its greatest danger or threat  
in … of years 
13 In English, we sometimes call the 
entire natural world simply ‘…’ 
15 A fossil fuel 

            1    

        2  3      

              4  

     5           

                

   6             

  7              

     8 9     10     

  11              

          12    13  

14                

                

        15     16   

                

       17         

                

 

Young Swedish climate activist 
GretaThunberg spoke at COP24 in 

Poland in December 2018. You 
can read about her on pages  

10 & 11 of this issue 
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INTERVIEW WITH SCOTT O’RAW OF THE VELOCAST PART 1 

This month’s 
interview is with 
Scott O’Raw  
of Velocast 
Productions 
 

[Velocast theme music] 

ST: Scott, Good morning. 
Velocast: Good morning to 
you, too. 
 
ST: Scott, where did the 
idea for a cycling podcast 
come from? 
Velocast: It came via my 
move to Peebles with my 
family. Some 13-14 years 
ago now. So, visiting the 
local bike shop, I came 
across the then owner, a  
Mr John Galloway, who sold 
me my first road bike after 
a long time... and 
podcasting was one of 
those things that had been 
on the ‘up and up’; and was 
something — given I had an 
audio background — that I 
found quite interesting. And 
it was just, kind of a… the 
friendship between John 
and myself came at the 

right time. Through those 
conversations that we were 
having, just about cycling, 
and cycling equipment,  
I then thought, ‘Well this 
might be an interesting 
thing to record and put out 
as a podcast’. I mean, it 
took a fair bit of persuasion 
on my part to convince John 
that this might actually be 
an interesting thing for 
people to listen to. But 
eventually, I managed to 
talk him round. And we 
weren’t really expecting 
anything from it other than 
it might be an interesting 
thing to pursue, as kind of  
hobby. But it very, very 
quickly ‘grew arms and 
legs’, and I think our own 
individual personalities 
have made it what it is 

rather than being a …you 
know, what it was in the 
early days of me asking 
questions of John, it 
became a conversation, and 
a lot of people have 
described it as, you know, 
eavesdropping on two 
cycling fans ‘down the pub’ 
and the conversations that 
they would have. 

ST: The focus of the show is 
professional road cycling, 
obviously, but who else is 
involved apart from John 
and yourself? Because 
there are other voices that 
appear from time to time, 
and other features… 
Velocast: Yeah, from…
Twitter, as everyone will 
know, and indeed its kind 
of, cousin, if you like, 
Facebook, and other forms 
of social media platforms, 
have been very, very 
important in the show 
growing and spreading and 
becoming as popular as it 
has become. And through 
Twitter, obviously we got to 
talk to lots of people. And 
one of those voices that we 
ended up talking to on a 
regular basis is a young guy 
called Cillian Kelly who —  
as I‘ve explained, John 
and I are based on the 
Scottish Borders — but 
Cillian is based in the south 
of Ireland. And he is very 
much a ‘scholar’, there’s no 

other word for it — a self-
professed ‘cycling nerd’ 
when it comes to the 
history of the sport. Cillian, 
his knowledge goes back 
right the way through the  

continued on page 8 

  

In
te

rv
ie

w
 w

it
h 

T
he

 V
el

oc
a

st
 

‘ A lot of  
people have 

described it as, 
you know, 
evesdropping 
on two cycling 
fans “down the 
pub”.’ 

MP3 AUDIO TEXT 
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sport itself, back to its very very 
early days. So, we brought Cillian 
on, and he and John do a show 
called this week in cycling 
history.  

 

And we tackle the sport from a 
historical perspective, and 
showing not only how things 
have changed in the sport but 
how in many ways the sport is 
still very much the same as it was  
back in the ’60s or the ’50s —  

 

going right back to the ’30s, ’20s 
and even further back to the very 
origins of [the] sport, or cycling, 
as a professional sport. We also, 
during what are called the  
‘Grand Tours’, everybody  
I’m sure will have heard of the 
Tour de France, but there are 

two other three-week races — 
the Giro d’Italia, which of course 
takes place in Italy; and the 
Vuelta a Espanã (the Spanish 
equivalent). During those  
races we bring on board one of 
the Eurosport presenters, a guy 
called Ashley House, who does 
‘on the ground’ daily reports  
for us from each of those  
Grand Tours.  

They get put out in the morning 
and John and I do a daily ‘wrap 
up’ of each stage in the evening, 
So those Grand Tours are very 
busy for us.  
 
ST: Now, Scott, you and I are 
two men talking about cycling. 
And basically you’re talking 
about men’s cycling, for the 
most part. The question that I 
have is, ‘Don’t women ride 
bikes, too? And if they do, do 
they race those bikes? 
Velocast: Absolutely! Of course 
they do, and John and I, we do 
try and cover as much of the 
women’s side of the sport as we 
possibly can. And that’s in part, 
as I say, because we are 
predominantly coming from ‘two 
fans watching men’s cycling’ who 
have become aware of women’s 
cycling. And women’s cycling is 
very much ‘on the up’ and has 
been over the past 10 years or 
so. But the problem we still face 
is ‘coverage’ of women’s cycling. 

And sadly for women’s cycling it 
is very much a problem that we 
face in getting coverage of the 
women’s side of the sport.  
 
ST: Why aren’t broadcasters 
interested in female cycling? 
Doesn’t it have the appeal that 
the men’s sport has? 
Velocast:  It’s somewhat of a 
‘catch 22’. The races that are… 
are broadcast are as popular or 
certainly have the potential to be 
as popular because the women… 
you know, I’ve often argued that 
it doesn’t really matter how fast 
a cyclist goes, or a race goes, 
what is the interesting part is the 
tactics that play out on the 
road – and indeed, the 
‘spectacle’ of the race itself.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So an entire group pf people 
riding 2km/h slower (or whatever 
the disparity would be) doesn’t 
actually take away from the 
excitement of the events that 
unfold and the outcome of the 
race. So watching a group of 
women cycling is just as exciting 
as watching a group of men.  

continued on page 9 
 

‘ So, we brought 
Cillian on, and 

he and John do a 
show called this 
week in cycling 
history. And we 
tackle the sport 
from a historical 
perspective...’ 

(Photo: Jakub Zimoch) 
Cyclist Lucy Kennedy 
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But unfortunately, it  
is the same with many 
other aspects of just 
sport in general, that 
the women’s side is less 
featured than the men’s 
side. The prize money, 
the wages, just the 
whole infrastructure 
that goes round profess-
ional sport, is very much 
under-developed on the 
women’s side in 
comparison to the men. 
And as I say, we do try 
to support women’s 
cycling, not for any 
other reason than it’s 
just as exciting — it’s 
just sport...it’s just 
fantastic to watch, 
regardless of the 
gender. 
 
ST: Do drugs still play a 
part in the sport?  
Velocast: Our own  
‘dirty laundry’ was 
aired…back…you know, 
20…almost 20 years ago 
now, with what was 
called the ‘Festina 
Affair’. I don’t know 
whether people will 
remember now, 
depending on how old 
your audience are here, 
but …there were scenes 
at the Tour de France of 
1999, where there were 
riders and staff being 
taken out of their hotels 
by the Gendarmerie and 
charged with offences 
relating to drugs use, 
and that really shone a 
harsh spotlight on an 
aspect of ‘the sport’, of 

our sport, cycling,  
which I feel hasn’t 
actually been cast wider 
into other sports…    

Part 2 in our March issue 


  1,137 words 
5,043 characters  
(4 DK normalsider)  
 

For more see Worksheet 2 

WORDS 
catch 22 – difficult or complicated 
situation 
dirty laundry – private matters that 
can cause embarrassment or 
shame (in this case, the exposure 
of drug cheats in cycling) 
disparity – difference 
eavesdropping – listening in on 
something; overhearing 
Gendarmerie – French police 
gender – sex (usually male or 
female) 
infrastructure – in the text, 
arrangement or organization (of 
professional cycling) 
nerd – a very ‘bookish’ person who 
is often obsessed with every detail 
of a subject   
on the up and up – becoming 
more popular 
pursue – do; take up 
scholar – person who has studied 
a subject to high level 
tackle – deal with 
wrap up – summary 

 

Clues 
 
1 Scott moved to Peebles 
some 12-13 years … 
2 He met his fellow pod-
caster John Galloway when 
he was buying a … bike 
3 Another Velocast ‘voice’ is 
Cillian Kelly. He is based in 
this country 
4 The podcast has been  
described as listening to two 
cycling … ‘down the pub’ 
5 In his first answer, Scott 
said that he had this kind of 
‘background’ or experience 
6 As in many other … the 
women’s side is less fea-
tured than the men’s side 
7  Another person on the 
Velocast team is Eurosport 
presenter Ashley … 
8 The final question in Part 1 
of the interview with Scott 
deals with the subject of … 
in the sport  

 
 

9 The show ‘This Week in 
Cycling History’ goes further 
back in time and looks at 
cycling in the past 
 

 

Key words (10 Across) 
 
______________________ 

 

(Each of cycling’s three  
major races is called a ...) 

The Cycling Podcast Puzzle 
  3   6    

         

   4 5   8 9 

1      7   

10 2        

         

         

         

         

 
 
 Jumbled words 

Write the unjumbled word in the boxes below: 

1. Small Scottish town:   B E L E P E S     

          

2. Recorded audio show:   S C A P T O D     

          

3. A bicycle rider:   S T I C C LY  

          

4. A drugs affair:   N A S T I E F   

          

5. TV sports channel:   P O R R O S T E U       
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 

 
 

O NE of the  
most inspiring 
moments at the 

recent UN climate 
meeting, COP24, in 
Katowice [Poland], was a 
speech by a 15-year-old 
girl — Greta Thunberg. 
She is an ‘environmental 
activist’. Her young voice 
touched the hearts of 
many of those who 
listened. Greta’s words 
also travelled around  
the globe. 
 
‘Hello. My name is Greta 
Thunberg,’ she began.  
‘I am 15 years old, and I 
come from Sweden. And  
I am here at the United 
Nations climate change 
talks in Poland. We are 
on week two of nego-
tiations here. And as of 
now, there are no signs of 
commitments to climate 
action. Our emissions are 
still increasing, at the 
same time as the science 
has clearly told us that 
we need to act now to 
keep the planet within 1.5 
degrees of warming,’ she 
said. 
 
Greta’s message was 
directed at politicians 
and governments — those 
who are responsible for 
the health of our planet. 

However, she also asked 
ordinary people to act: 
‘Whoever you are, 
wherever you are, we 
need you now. This 
Friday, the 14th of 
December, I am calling 
for an international 
climate strike,’ she said. 
‘Please strike with us. 
Stand outside your 
parliament or local 
government office, even 
for just a short while, to 
let them know that we 

demand climate action,’ 
she appealed. 
 
About 20,000 people 
from 190 countries took 
part in the climate 
meeting in Poland. These 
included politicians, 
representatives of non-
governmental organiz-
ations, the scientific 
community, and 
business. The voices of 
children were a theme 
throughout the event. 

Poland’s Sandra Szylak, 
representing children of 
Katowice, said, 
‘Everyone — children and 
adults — live on one 
planet whose future 
depends on what you  
do today.’  
 
The COP24 conference 
was the world's largest-
ever event about air  
and climate protection. 
Katowice, as host city of 
the meeting, is actually 
the ‘coal capital’ of 
Europe. That made it a 
‘relevant’ location for an 
event which was about 
ending the use of fossil 
fuels!  
 
After Greta Thunberg 
spoke, she left the UN 
climate event so that her 
dad could drive her home 
to Sweden — in the 
family’s electric car. She 
wanted to attend the 
weekly meeting in front 
of the Swedish 
parliament.  
 
It seems that she goes 
there every Friday to take 
part in a school strike 
against climate change. 
According to US 
Democracy Now, Greta 
‘made international 
headlines after she 
refused to go to school in 
August and September 
and began a school strike 
for climate’.  

continued on page 11 

CLIMATE CHANGE      
 
 

Greta Thunberg: 
 
 
 
 
 

Age is No Barrier to Activism   

MP3 AUDIO TEXT 

(Photo: Jan Ainali) 

 

  Fifteen-year-old Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg spoke 
at COP24 in Poland. ‘The year 2078,’ she said, ‘I will celebrate my 
75th birthday. If I have children, maybe they will spend that day 
with me. Maybe they will ask me about you. Maybe they will ask 

why you didn’t do anything, while there still was time to act’ 
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Some people think it’s 
unwise for schoolchildren 
to protest in this way. By 
staying off school, ‘they 
could be damaging their 
future’. However, if 
something is not done 
about climate change, 
today’s schoolchildren 
may not have a future!  
 
Back in Katowice, about 
30 local high school 
students answered 
Greta’s call. They walked 
out of classes and went to 
the climate conference.  
 

 

According to reports,  
the group sang and 
chanted while sitting on 
the steps of the 
conference hall. They 
held signs that said ‘12 
years left’ and [hashtag] 
‘#ClimateStrike’. 
 
Journalist Masha Gessen, 
based in New York, also 
wrote about Greta 
Thunberg. In an article 
called ‘The Fifteen-Year-
Old Climate Activist Who 

Is Demanding a New 
Kind of Politics’ Gessen 
wrote: ‘Sometimes the 
world makes so little 
sense that the only thing 
to do is engage in civil 
disobedience — even in a 
country as attached to its 
rules and regulations as 
Sweden is.’  
 
Gessen went on to 
describe how Greta’s 
protest began just before 
the Swedish elections in 
September 2018.  
‘She now spends her 
Fridays on the steps of 
parliament. She is 
demanding that the 
government undertake  
a radical response to 
climate change.’  
 
A radical response  
would certainly involve 
speeding up the move 
away from fossil fuels 
and increasing the use of 
renewable energy. Masha 
Gessen says that a 
number of members of 
parliament have come 
out to the steps to show 
support for Greta’s 
protest — although most 
of them probably think 
she should be at school.  
 
The young Swedish 
activist also made 
headlines in the UK, 
despite its 24/7 Brexit 
news. David Crouch of 
The Guardian noted that 
the protest got more 
attention due to 2018’s 
long hot summer.  
 
According to Crouch, her 
protest has ‘captured the 
imagination of a country 
that has been struck by 
heatwaves and wildfires 
in its hottest summer 
since records began 262 
years ago.’  As we all 
begin to feel the effects  

of climate change,  
perhaps more of us 
should be protesting? 
And at the same time, do 
what we can at a local 
level to choose an 
environmentally-friendly 
lifestyle. 


  757 words 
3,540 characters  
(2¾ DK normalsider)  
 
For more, see Worksheet 3 
 
For more on this subject,  
see pages 4-6 of this issue. 
See also The School Times 
April 2014 (Climate Warning);
January 2016 (Climate Change 
Debate Heating Up) and 
October 2018 (Long Hot 
Summer) 
 
 
WORDS 
activist – protester; campaigner 
attached to – in the text, likes; is 
fond of 
civil disobedience – a non-
violent political protest; a refusal 
of a citizen (or group) to obey 
certain laws in order to bring 
about change 
climate action – in the text, 
deeds or actions meant to protect 
our climate 
commitments – promises 
fossil fuels –– in the text, oil  
and coal 
inspiring – uplifting; positive 
negotiations – talks; discussions 
radical response – strong 
reaction 
rules and regulations – laws 
that a society must follow 

Questions on the text 
 

1. How did Greta 
Thunberg’s young voice 
affect those listening to her 
at COP24? 
 
2. She said that science 
has clearly told us 
something? What is it?  
 
3. Greta wanted ordinary 
people to act so what did 
she ‘call for’ during the 
December climate 
conference in Poland? 
 
4. Who or what was a 
‘theme’ during the 
conference? 
 
5. Some people thought 
that Katowice was an 
unusual location for a 
climate conference.  
Why do they think that? 
 
6. What has become a 
very important part of 
Greta Thunberg’s routine 
each Friday? 
 
7. Would you ‘strike’ for 
our climate? Give your 
reasons for or against. 

‘ By staying 
off school, 

‘they could be 
damaging 
their future’. 
However, if 
something is 
not done 
about climate 
change, 
today’s 
schoolchildren 
may not have 
a future!’ 

 

(Photo: Kaihsu Tai) 

 

A growing movement: this  
school strike for our climate took 

place in front of the Finnish  
parliament in January 2019 
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BREXIT 

 
 

As you read or listen 
to these words, 

people in the United 
Kingdom are counting 
down to Brexit.  
 
If you watch the TV 
channel ‘Sky News’ you’ll 
even see a Brexit ‘ticker’ 
at the bottom of the 
screen. It shows the 
seconds, minutes and 
hours counting down to 
the 29th of March — the 
day when the UK will 
leave the European 
Union. 
 
Yet although Brexit is the 
biggest event of the past 
50 years in Britain — in 
fact, the worst crisis since 
the Second World War — 
people still have no idea 
what’s going on!  
 

The government at 
Westminster has agreed  
a deal with the EU. 
However, parliament  
has rejected it.  
 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May has divided her own 
political party, divided 
MPs in other parties, and 
divided the people. It 
now looks likely that on 
the 29th of March 
the UK will leave the EU 
without an agreement. 

During the past two  
years the Brexit story has 
become a ‘soap opera’. 
The ruling Conservative 
party is not only at war 
with Europe — it’s at war 
with itself. The only 
reason Theresa May 
hangs on to power is 
because of the support  
of 10 Northern Irish 
politicians. These ten  

are from the Democratic 
Unionist Party or ‘DUP’.  
To gain their support, 
May offered an extra  
one billion pounds to 
Northern Ireland. To 
most people that looks 
like a ‘bribe’ — probably 
because that’s what it is.  
In supporting Brexit, the 
DUP are going against 
the wishes of the people 

of Northern Ireland. 
After all, it voted by  
55% to 45% to remain  
in the European Union. 
 
While Mrs May has been 
getting cosy with the 
DUP she has been 
criticised for ignoring the 
governments of Wales 
and Scotland.  
continued on page 13 

UK NEWS 

 

Countdown to Brexit 
 

With just a few weeks remaining the UK has still not  
decided how it will leave the European Union 

MP3 AUDIO TEXT 

‘ It now looks 
likely that on 

the 29th of 
March the UK 
will leave the 
EU without an 
agreement.’   

Brexit — how the UK voted. The yellow areas voted to remain in the EU, the blue areas voted 
leave. The result meant that England and Wales voted ‘leave’ and Northern Ireland and Scotland 
voted to ‘remain’. The map shows that not one region of Scotland voted to leave the EU; in fact, the 

vote was 62% in favour of EU membership. However, with English votes once again overruling 
Scottish and Northern Irish wishes, there is a strong possibility that Ireland will be re-united for the 

first time since 1922 and Scotland will choose to reclaim the independence it lost in 1707  
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BREXIT 

There is growing anger  
in Scotland about Brexit. 
Scots voted No to inde-
pendence in 2014, in part 
because they feared 
losing EU membership. 
‘Vote No, and your EU 
membership will be safe!’ 
This was one of many 
false promises made to 
Scots in 2014. Now, 
without independence, 
some voters in England 
can decide to take 
Scotland out of the EU.  
 
Scots see how all the 
other EU nations support 
Ireland during Brexit 
talks. This is because the 
border between the Irish 
Republic and Northern 
Ireland is a key issue.  
The First Minister of 
Scotland, Nicola 
Sturgeon, has pointed out 
that while Ireland’s voice 
is respected in the EU, 
Scotland’s voice in the 
UK is ignored. To many 
Scots, it looks as though 
they are in the wrong 
‘union’. 
 
Every single region of 
Scotland voted to remain 
in the EU in 2016. Not 
one area was ‘blue’ on the 
Brexit map. Latest polls 
show 53% now in favour 
of independence. That 
figure rises to 59% if the 
UK leaves the EU with  
‘no deal’. 
 
Unless there’s a last-
minute delay, the United 
Kingdom will end its EU 
membership on the 29th 
of March. However, that 
day may also mark the 
beginning of the end of 
the UK itself. It’s now 
likely that Scotland will 
choose to reclaim its 
historic status as a 
European state. And a 
‘border poll’ in Ireland 

may see the nation  
re-united once again.  

  678 words 
3,092 characters  
(2¼ DK normalsider)  
 
For more, see Worksheet 4 
 
 

For more on this subject,  
see The School Times August 
2016 (Brexit Means Brexit) and 
September 2017 (Brexit Means 
Shambolic) 
 
WORDS 
border poll – in the text, 
referendum on Irish unity 
bribe – a dishonest payment  
of money 
cosy – warm; friendly 
deal – agreement 
growing anger – increasing 
irritation 
hangs on to – holds on to 
ignoring – not listening to 
likely – probably 
reclaim – take back; restore 
respected – valued; treated well 
soap opera – TV or radio drama, 
often about ordinary people and 
their everyday lives 
ticker – ‘widget’ at the bottom of 
a screen that streams news and 
information 
what’s going on – what’s 
happening 
 

Clues 
 
1 The seconds, minutes  
and … are counting down  
to 29 March 
2 Brexit will be a huge 
event  but many people 
still don’t know what’s … 
on! 
3 The ruling Conservative 
party is at ... with itself 
4 On the … on page 12, 
Scotland is completely  
yellow 
5 Prime Minister Theresa 
May only hangs on to …  
because of the ‘DUP’  
6 Northern Ireland voted to 
remain in the … Union 
7 Country west of England 
with its own language,  
culture and history. It voted 
for Brexit 
8 The First Minister of 
Scotland is called Nicola … 

9 ‘The government in the 
UK has agreed a ... with 
the EU — however, the 
parliament in London has 
rejected it 

Key words (10 Across) 
 
 
 

_______________________ 
 

(Usually on television or radio) 

The Goodbye to EU Puzzle 
1     6    

      7 8  

   4     9 

 2 3  5     

10         

         

         

         

         

 
 
 Jumbled Brexit 

Write the unjumbled word in the boxes below: 

1. EU parliament city in Belgium:   S U S B S L E R       

          

2. UK nation that voted for Brexit:   N E G L D A N       

          

3. Month when the UK exits the EU:   C H A R M  

          

4. A dishonest payment of money:   B I E R B  

          

5. Re-united soon?:   N A I R D E L           
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The School Times Audio 
January ~ April 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our New MP3  

 
 
 

1. The Queen’s Speech 

2. A Royal Christmas 

3. A Dog’s Way Home 

4. Australian Open: First Grand Slam of the Year 

5. The Collapse of Civilizations 

6. Interview with the Velocast Part 1 

7. Greta Thunberg: Age is No Barrier to Activisim 

8. Countdown to Brexit 

9. Vegan English? 

10. Interview with the Velocast Part 2 

11. Sexism in Sport 

12. Women’s World Cup 

Plus extra audio as it becomes available 


